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following the close of the school term which the statistics cover. T n 
this annual report for 1970, after a brief" historical account of the 
BTA role in Indian education, 28 pages of statistics are giv°n on 
enrollment and average daily attendance in boardinq, day, and 
hospital schools; completions and graduates t>y area; enrollment bv 
degree of Indian blood and by tribe; school construction: federal 
projects which benefited Indian children; and the 1°70 summer 
program. A fact sheet on schools onerated bv the BTA is also 
provided. As pointed out in the document, the BTA had direct 
responsibility for 56,238 Indian children enrolled in Federal schools 
and housed in Federal dormitories and had partial financial 
responsibility for approximately two-thirds of those enrolled in 
public schools during 1°70. Statistics show that th^re were i8 c , c 8 n 
Indian students 5 to 1 8 years of age enrolled in Federal, private, 
and mission schools B ur i n g 1970. (FL) 
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EDUCATION OF INDIAN CHILDREN IN 1970 



Indian children attend public, Federal, private, and 
mission schools. In fiscal year 1970 there were 185,587 In- 
dian students, ages 3 to 18 years, inclusive, enrolled in 
these schools in the United States. 

Education of Indian children residing in the States of 
California, Idaho, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Oregon, 
Texas, Washington, and Wisconsin is the responsibility of 
the state concerned. 

In 1970 more than half (61.7 percent) of alL Indian 
children of school age (5 - 18) attended public schools. Of 
those enrolled in school, 68.4 percent attended public 
schools, 25.8 percent, attended Federal schools, and 5.8 per- 
cent attended mission and other schools. 

For more than three centuries Indian education in the 
United States was largely under the direction of mission- 
aries. As early as 1563 the Jesuit Fathers organized a 
school at Havana, Cuba, for Indian children from Florida. 
This was the first school attended by Indian children who 
lived within the United States. 

Many of the treaties between the United States and In- 
dian tribes provided for the establishment of schools for 
Indian children. Congress has also provided schools for In- 
dian children where other educational facilities were not 
available. In 1842, there were 37 Indian schools in opera- 
tion and by 1881 the number had increased to 106. In 1970 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs operated 215 schools with an 
enrollment of 52,195 Indian children, and 19 dormitories 
for 4,043 children attending public schools. 

The primary objective of Federal schools operated for 
Indian children living on Indian-owned or restricted trust 
lands is to prepare them for successful living. In Federal 
schools children develop basic academic skills, acquire an 
understanding of the social and economic world which sur- 
rounds them, learn improved standards of living, follow 
practices which assure optimum health, acquire the necessary 
vocational training to qualify for gainful employment, and 
obtain sufficient education to enter special schools and 
institutions of higher learning. The system of schools 
provided by the Federal Government for Indian children meets 
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program standards required by the States in which they 
operate, and all bu: one of the secondary schoo.'s are 

accredited. (Plant facilities at the school lacking accred- 
itation have not yet baen brought up to required standards.) 
\ full 4-year high school course is offered at 25 schools. 
Seven other schools offered high school training at less 
than the fall 4-year course. 

Indian children ace entitled to the same opportunities 
for public school education as are provided for other citi- 
zens living within a State. It is encouraging to note that 
the States have assumed responsibility for the education of 
126,859 (61.7 percent) school-age Indian children in the 

States where the Bureau of Indian Affairs has direct educa- 
tional responsibility. Over one- third are educated at no 
cost to the Bureau of Indian Affairs. In some States, how- 
ever, tax-exempt, Indian-owned lands and large numbers of 
Indian children within a school district may create finan- 
cial burdens for which local funds are inadequate. As early 
as 1890, contracts providing for financial assistance to 
schools attended by Indian children were negotiated with 
individual districts* It was recognized then, as today, 
that Indian children become better adjusted to living with 
all people in a community when they associate with other 
children in public schools. 'Hie Johnson-O’Malley Act, 
which became law in 1934, authorized the Secretary of the 
Interior to enter into contracts with States for the educa- 
tion of Indians and to permit the use of Federal School 
buildings and equipment by local .school authorities. Conse- 
quently, some S;tates with large Indian populations now have 
no Federal schools within their boundaries. 

Under the terms of Public Law 874, 81st Cong. (64 Stat. 
1100), as amended August 13, 1958, administered by the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, a new Federal 
aid resource was made available to eligible school district' 
educating Indian children. This aid is available to meet 
partial costs of normal school operation. Additional supple- 
mental aid for the education of Indian children under the 
Johnson-0 ‘Malley program is limited to districts that do noc 
qualify under the Public Law 874 program and to districts 
meeting educational programs under extraordinary circum- 
stances, including special services and special programs de- 
signed to facilitate the education of Indian children. 
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In fiscal year 1970, the Bureau of Indian Affairs en- 
tered into contracts with 15 States arid with school dis- 
tricts in 8 other States, in accordance with approved plans 
which specify condit.ions under which financial aid is ex- 
tended. In addition to these, aid was provided through con- 
tracts for the education in public schools of 2,146 out-of- 
d is trie t Indian children living in dormitories operated by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 7 towns adjacent to the 
Navajo Reservation, and in Albuquerque. New Mexico. 

In summary, then, the Bureau of Indian Affairs had 
Jirect responsibility for the 56,238 children enrolled in 
Federal schools and housed in Federal dormitories, and par- 
tial financial responsibility for approximately two-thirds 
of those enrolled in public schools. 

Statistics concerning Indian education are published 
annually by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and are available 
the fall following the close of the school term which they 
cover. 

Congressional appropriations to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs are limited to tile education of children of one- 
fourth or more degree of Indian blood and native children 
in Alaska, except for the Cherokee Agency where children of 
less than one-quarter degree of Ir.dian blood enrolled in the 
tribe may attend Federal schools. Native children in Alaska 
are Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut. The 14 tables below relate 
to Indian and native children, as defined above, and to 
their schools. 

Table 1 shows the enumeration cf all Indian children 
from 5 to 18 years, inclusive, and those over 18 who are 
enrolled in school by area, agency, and school status. 

For Indian children who are enrolled in public schools 
and are no longer a Federal education responsibility, the 
Bureau must rely on the public school systems to provide 
census information. Indian mobility accounts for the chil- 
dren, 5 to 18 years inclusive, who are shown under the cap- 
tion "Information Not Available." 

Five-year olds have been included with the school-age 
population since fiscal year 1959 when kindergarten classes 
were added in some schools operated by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs . 
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It should be noted that children ov_-r 18 are not 
included in the enumeration of school-agc population. Table 
1 is based on the annual school census of Indian children 
5 to 18 years old, while tables 2 through 11 are derived 
from annual attendance reports of individual schools oper- 
ated by the Bureau c£ Indian Affairs and cover all students 
enrolled regardless of their ages. 

Table 2 indicates enrollment and average daily attend- 
ance in Federal schools by type of school and area. Average 
daily attendance for all schools, exclusive of hospital 
schools, was 83.0 percent in 1970 as compared to 84.3 per- 
cent in 1969* Table 3 indicates numbers of schools by area. 

The following changes account for a net dccrca*' ° of 7 
in the number of facilities operated in fiscal year 1970. 



Area 


Type 


Opened 


Transferred to 
Closed Public School 


Anadarko 


Dormitory 


1 




Juneau 


Day School 




6 


Navajo 


Day School 




1 


Phoenix 


Day Schoo 1 




1 


TOTALS 




1 


1 7 



In fiscal year 1970 the Bureau of Indian Affairs oper- 
ated kindergarten classes in 59 schools (24 boarding schools 
and 35 day schools) with an enrollment of 1,681 children. 
All kindergarten pupils attend school on a day basis. The 
kindergarten enrollment represented 3.2 percent of the total 
enrollment. 

Tables 4, 5, 6 and 7 list individual schools, instruc- 
tional units in hospitals, and dormitories operated by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, mailing address, enrollment, aver- 
age daily attendance, and grades taught. The Albuquerque 
Dormitory is operated in conjunction with the Albuquerque 
Indian School but is ,ihown with peripheral dormitories 
because these dormitory students attend public schools under 
conditions identical to other peripheral dormitories. 

Table 8 indicates grade level. In 1970 enrollment in 
the beginners and first 4 grades decreased by 707 pupils to 
22,304 as compared to the previous year's 23,011. This 
group represents 42.7 percent of the entire student body, 
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An enrollment of 1,621 ungraded elementary and secondary 
students account for 3.1 percent of total enrollment. 

In line with the Bureau's policy of encouraging public 
school enrollment of Indian children, many students transfer 
to public schools when they reach the sixth grade and have 
acquired some facility in the use of the English language. 
This is a factor in the seemingly low numbers of graduates 
of Federal high schools. In fiscal year 1970, 1,939 high 
school students graduated, a decrease of 100 students from 
1969. 



Table 9 indicates the number of high school, graduates, 
number of 8th grade completions, and number of post high 
completions . 

Table 10 indicates students according to their degree 
of Indian blood. Full bloods comprise 7 r .l percent of the 
total and only 4.9 percent are less than one-half Indian. 

Table 11 shows tribal designation of students in 
Federal schools. One hundred and thirty- three specific 
tribes or tribal groups and Aleuts, Eskimos, and the various 
tribes of Indians in Alaska were represented in 1970. 

Ninety-six tribes had fewer than 39 members each and 
these are grouped together as "All Other Tribes." Aleuts, 
Eskimos, Navajos, Sioux, Chippewas, and Pueblos (including 
Hopi, shown separately) are the most numerous and together 
comprise 80.1 percent of the total enrollment. 

Table 12 indicates the completed school construction, 
both new and replacement, during fiscal year 1970. 

In fiscal year 1970, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
participated for the fourth year in the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. Table 13 indicates the extent of 
the activities carried out under Titles I, II, III, and VI, 
of the program. 

Table 14 shows the number of participants in the summer 
program, by category, for fiscal years 1960 through 1970. 



Table 1. Annual School Census Report of Indian Children 
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Table 2. Enrollment and Average Dally Attendance (all ages) by 
Types of Schools Operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Fiscal Year 1970 
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1/ Federal facilities were provided for a total of 56,238 children, 4,043 of whom lived in 
Federal dormitories and attended public schools. 



n 



B 

g 



,0 

CO 

H 




16 



The Bureau of Indian Affairs also operated 19 dormitories for children 
attending public schools. 
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Table 9* Completions and Number of Graduates of Schools Operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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Table 12. School Construction Summary 
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Summary of Project Components 
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The Bureauwide project on library resources and instructional materials extended 
to all elementary and secondary schools operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
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IN/SLIP (Intemountain School 

Learner Identification 
Program) 
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1 / Approximately 7 percent of the total enrollment were involved in recreational and enrichment 
activities not shown on this chart. 



Statistical Fact Sheet on Schools Operated by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, F. Y. 1970 



1. Census of Indian School Children, ages 5 to 18 205,574 

2. Federal Facilities, all ages ENROLL. A .D .A. 

Enrollment and Average Daily Attendance 



a. Boarding Schools 

b. Day Schools 

c. Hospital Schools 

d. Dormitories 

TOTAL 

3. Graduates and Grade Completions 

a. High School Graduates 

b. 8th Grade Completions 

c. Post-Graduate Completions 

4* Degree of Indian Blood 

a. Full blood 

b. 3/4 rlood 

c. 1/2 blood 

d. 1/4 blood 

e. Less than 1/4 



35,405 29.016.1 

16,693 14,280.3 

97 18.7 

4,043 3,240,3 

56,238 46,555.4 



1,939 

2,667 

318 



41,295 

3,928 

4,425 

2,030 

517 



TOTAL 52,195 

5. Number of Schools and Dormitories 



a. Boarding 

b. Day 

c. Hospital 

d. Dormitories 



77 

136 

2 

19 



TOTAL 



234 
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